
Sustainable 
Ground�sh 
Resources
FROM CANADA�S PACIFIC COAST

British Columbia, Canada�s Paci�c Coast province, is a world leader 
in ground�sh management. Its innovative Integrated Ground�sh 
Management Program promotes the sustainability of BC�s �shery 
resources by accounting for all catch in the ground�sh industry.
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BC�s Ground�sh Fisheries
BCõs groundþsh industry harvests more than 56 different 
stocks of  groundþsh. Primary species include halibut,  
sableþsh, lingcod, dogþsh, soles, ÿatþsh, and rockþsh.  
There are approximately 2000 groundþsh licenses  
employing trawl (142), trap (48) and hook and line  
(1800) gear. 

BC�s New Ground�sh Management Program
Discarding of  þsh at sea due to the unmarketability of  
some species or sizes caught is an important issue for the 
sustainability of  the worldõs þsheries. It is estimated that over 
20% of  the total global catch is discarded. Uncounted catch 
and discard mortality undermines proper stock assessment  
and could result in over harvesting.

�To address this, BC implemented an innovative, integrated 
groundþsh management program in 2006. This world-leading 
system ensures the harvesting of  groundþsh in a sustainable 
manner using a variety of  þshing gears, and uses new forms 
of  information technology, including video monitoring, to 
account for all þsh caught and minimize the need to discard 
marketable þsh.

(left to right) Hake, Lingcod, 
Paciþc Ocean Perch, Arrowtooth 
Flounder, Petrale Sole

POSIT IVE  CHANGES

A complete overhaul of ground�sh �sheries management was 
implemented in 2006. �e new leading edge program includes:

	 > �Allocating each vessel a speci�ed share of the  
annual total allowable catch.

	 > �Making each individual vessel accountable and responsible 
for all of its catch, both directed and non-directed.

	 > �100% dockside monitoring of all landed catch by 
government-certi�ed monitors.

	 > �100% at-sea monitoring on all ground�sh bottom trawl 
vessels by government-certi�ed observers.

	 > �100% at-sea monitoring of all ground�sh hook & line and 
trap vessels by government approved video camera systems.

BENEF ITS  OF  THESE CHANGES

�e use of individual vessel allocations and comprehensive 
at-sea and dockside monitoring provides for:

	� > �Accurate reporting of all catch, including at-sea releases, 
by species and area.

	 > ��Proper stock management within scienti�cally 
determined sustainable harvest levels.

	 > ��More responsible �shing by prohibiting individual 
vessels from exceeding their allocated share.

	 > ��Greater incentives to �sh selectively and minimize  
at-sea releases.

	 > �Safer �shing practices.

onboard 
video camera 
shown here.




